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Afternoon storm downs campus powerline UM ranks
among
most
LGBTQunfriendly
KYLIE MCFADDEN

kemcfadd@go.olemiss.edu

partment.
A travel alert is a short-term
event the State Department
thinks the public should know
when planning to travel to a

The University of Mississippi was ranked number 20
on The Princeton Review’s
annual list of LGBTQ, or lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning, unfriendly schools.
This year was the first time
the university has ever been
included on the list.
Jaime Harker, associate
professor of English and interim director of the Sarah
Isom Center for Women and
Gender Studies, said a major factor in the ranking was
the heckling of the Ole Miss
Theater’s production of “The
Laramie Project” last fall.
“When students shout homophobic epithets at other
students, in a production
that is about the problem of
homophobia and violence, it
tends to give the home university a bad reputation. And
I don’t think one can argue
that the reputation is entirely
undeserved,” Harker said.
“The events of last fall made
it clear to me that we need to
do much more to make The
University of Mississippi live
up to its creed and create a
better climate for LGBTQ students.”
The Human Rights Campaign, the country’s largest civil rights organization
working to achieve LGBTQ
equality, surveyed thousands
of adolescents nationwide,
and charted the comparison
of responses from Mississippi
LGBTQ youth, LGBTQ youth
from the rest of the US and
non-LGBTQ youth.
Eighty percent of LGBTQ
adolescents in Mississippi
feel as they don’t fit in, compared to 47 percent of LGBTQ
teens responding the same
way across the country, ac-

SEE STUDY ABROAD PAGE 4

SEE LGBTQ PAGE 4
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Officials investigate a downed power line in front of Kinard Hall. Severe weather conditions moved across North Mississippi Tuesday causing on-campus damage.

Study Abroad assures safety for students
LOGAN KIRKLAND

thedmnews@gmail.com

As a result of many recent
international crises, The University of Mississippi’s Study
Abroad program is working to
ensure the safety and well-being of participating students.
Susan Scott, director of the
Study Abroad program, said
there are study programs located on every continent except
for Antarctica and safety is the
program’s top priority.
“We are very careful when we
decide to adopt a program or
adopt a partner,” she said.
Scott emphasized that whenever they are looking into starting a new program they are
very careful with whom they
select.
“We do not open or start a
program without somebody
having been there,” she said.
Scott said their office is very
close with the offices abroad
due to the relationships cre-

GRAPHIC BY: CADY HERRING

ated through conferences and
meetings attended throughout
the year.
“You get to be friends with
these people and you trust
them,” she explained. “That’s

how we feel comfortable being
able to send students to these
places.
Study Abroad pays attention
to travel warnings and alerts
provided by the U.S. State De-
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That United States police
departments have become a
militia is a terrifying thought,
and an even scarier reality.
The news coverage of Ferguson, Missouri, has shed
light on this problem, but killing unarmed citizens is just
the tip of the iceberg. People
today are subject to being
tear-gassed during peaceful
protests, even though the use
of tear gas is restricted in war.
Low-level marijuana dealers
are targeted and have their
houses broken into by what
might as well be SWAT teams
with semi-automatic rifles.
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More cases with unarmed
victims of police brutality are
arising, and it looks like it
may continue for some time.
As daunting as the death of
Michael Brown is, it is not the
only, or even the most recent,
case of an unarmed person
being killed by police. There
have been at least four other
deaths in the past few weeks.
Eric Garner was choked to
death while being arrested by
the NYPD for selling untaxed
cigarettes. John Crawford was
gunned down in a Wal-Mart
while holding a BB gun he had
picked up from a shelf.
I could understand why
somebody might be shot if
they are armed and dangerous, but when somebody is
clearly not armed but looks
“suspicious,” why does he
need to be killed?
The police are meant to
protect us but have turned
their sights towards protecting themselves from “threats”
that do not match the level of
“protection” police think they
need. Local police are now

often equipped with semiautomatic weapons, tanks
with gun turrets and other
military equipment. Those
kinds of weapons are meant
for equally armed adversaries, not citizens who are walking the streets or protesting.
Instead of maybe taking out
a taser or baton when in a
confrontation, many officers
have learned to reach for their
guns first. Our police officers
have gone from Andy Griffith
to G.I. Joe in a matter of decades.
Plenty of officers have come
to somehow think they are
above the law and should not
be questioned. Sunil Dutta of
the Los Angeles Police Department recently wrote this
in the Washington Post:
“If you don’t want to get
shot, tased, pepper-sprayed,
struck with a baton or thrown
to the ground, just do what I
tell you.”
People have the right to
know what they are being arrested for and if their constitutional rights are being ne-
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glected, which they often are.
Yet so many videos are circulating the Internet, depicting officers maliciously beating and arresting cooperative
people. Obviously, there are
many officers who are qualified and respectful of people’s
rights, but there are too many
who are violating our rights
and trust to ignore.
The militarization of police departments around the
country has taken its toll on
many lives.
Police in England and
Wales went the last two years
without fatally shooting anybody. I don’t see why the U.S.
can’t even attempt to emulate
the efforts of these two countries. Instead, the Pentagon
has transferred $4.3 billion in
military equipment to states
and local communities, with
$450 million being in 2013
alone. Fortunately, some politicians are speaking out for
the demilitarization of our police departments. Democratic

SEE POLICE PAGE 3
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continued from page 2
Representative Hank Johnson of Georgia announced
his intention of introducing
the Stop Militarizing Law
Enforcement Act. Senator of
Kentucky and potential 2016
Republican presidential candidate Rand Paul has also
called for police demilitarization.
Many things could be done
to change the framework of today’s seemingly catalyzed police force, but whether things
actually change remains to be
seen.
The only way injustice from
our heavily armed police is going to end is through change.
There is no excuse to shoot
somebody six times when they
don’t have a lethal weapon.
Police officers have to face
harsher consequences for killing unarmed citizens, regardless of the race of the victim.
Trust needs to be established
between law enforcement and
the citizens.
Parsa Rafatian is a sophoYour
Community.
more from Oxford.
Your Newspaper.
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‘We hold these truths to be self-evident’
BRICE ASHFORD

bkashfor@go.olemiss.edu

The freedoms that we are afforded represent balance around
the world.
This past week I experienced
several instances of discrimination. On the first occasion I
overheard two classmates commenting on the nationality of our
professor. His appearance was
the primary focus, as he had yet
to open his mouth. In no way did
the professor look “un-American,”
since “American” isn’t a look. He
had copper-colored skin, and
was dressed the same as any other
professor would have been. The
students continued to make derogatory remarks regarding the
professor’s appearance, and assumed nationality.
The second occasion occurred
at a party this past weekend. I was
approached by an unknown individual who immediately inquired
about my “nationality.” I swiftly
responded, “If you’re asking about
my nationality, I’m an American.
If you’re asking about my ethnicity, I’m ‘black.’ Why are you ask-

ing?” His response was that I
“looked Hispanic.” The topic of
my nationality and or ethnicity
should not be deemed relevant to
a party, or anything social.
We share a dream, one of justice, tranquility, common defense,
general welfare and the blessings
of liberty. Generations of hardworking individuals, both free and
bound, who were determined to
establish a more perfect union for
their fellow Americans and their
posterity, set a precedence.
As the posterity of those who
framed the founding documents
of this country and those who
placed its work upon their backs,
we must continue to strive for
unity.
American citizens are not defined by a single ethnicity, ideology, or religion. Instead, we are
defined by all ethnicities, all ideologies and all religions (and the
lack thereof). In a country that
represents all things, we must not
become consumed by the dividing
lines.
It has come to my attention that
to some people the appearance of
another is still the most important
component of judgment.

Our identity, as American people, is made up of many different
cultures. No one should be looked
down upon due to their sexual orientation, ethnicity or religion.
Instead we should all share
the common bonds of America
as equals. America must end its
obsession with superficial factors. No one ethnicity, or background is superior to another.
We should be a lot more tolerant than we are. Those who support prejudices and other oppressive forms of belief are granted the
freedom to do so. However, they
are hindering growth and maturation.
We have all lived together in
this country for centuries now.
Furthermore, we have lived together on this land since before
the birth of this nation.
This is a proud nation that was

founded on the principles of eliminating oppression. It was built
upon the backs of all of its people,
regardless of circumstance.
We were freed from the tyranny
of an oppressive government over
two hundred years ago, but we
must continue to fight the tyrants
of oppression that reside within
our borders.
We are the faces of power. We
are the faces of change. We built it
together, let’s live it together.
“We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.” - Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776.
Brice Ashford is a junior marketing major from Ridgeland.
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continued from page 1
given country. The risks include
an election season prone to
strikes, demonstrations or disturbances, a health alert such
as H1N1 or an increased risk of
terrorist attacks.
“If there is a travel warning, it
is our policy not to have Study
Abroad in that country until the
warning is lifted,” Scott said.
“We just don’t want to take the
risk at all.”
A few years ago when a tsunami and earthquake damaged
the nuclear reactor in Fukushima, Japan, there was an immediate travel warning.
Scott said they contacted students studying in Japan immediately and gave them the option to leave the country or to
stay and finish out the program.
Students do not need to worry
if there is a place they wanted to
travel to for a certain language
because Study Abroad has

many programs that engage in
the same language, according
to Scott. For example, Mexico is
now suspended because of the
increase of violence, but there
are other programs located in
Spain, Chile, Argentina and
many more.
Scott said there is an orientation prior to the students travel
in order to explain basic common sense about how to travel
safely, while a more in depth
orientation is held after students arrive at their destination.
“We make recommendations, and we make warnings,”
she said. “Ours is more general
while theirs is more specific because they know more about the
place than we do.”
Scott said parents should not
be afraid of sending their children abroad because it is an experience students should have.
“If they think their son or
daughter is mature enough to
go away to college then their son
or daughter is mature enough to
go abroad,” she said. “They will
come back much more self con-

fident and mature.”
Alex Borst, sophomore international studies major, said the
program does a great job setting
up the travel agenda, but he still
ran into a few problems.
“We had issues with our host
mother while we were in Germany and eventually had to
move into a hostel,” he said. “I
think more background information should be required for
host parents and alternative
means of housing should be
planned and presented in case
issues arise.”
Austin Vitale, a senior public
policy major, spent three weeks
studying abroad in China.
“I was nervous to travel outside of the country for the first
time,” Vitale said. “But I never
felt like terrorism or unrest
were real possibilities with the
ubiquitous police and army
presence in China.”
Vitale spent three weeks
studying abroad in China and
found that the study abroad
program made him feel more
comfortable and safe during his
time in China.
“Besides warning us of the
inherent risks of being in unfamiliar surroundings, the study
abroad office worked with our
host university to make sure we
knew how to be safe in China,”
he said.
Scott encourages students to
participate in the study abroad
program.
“It will be the single best educational experience that a student will ever have,” she said.
There will be a Study Abroad
fair located in the Student
Union lobby on Sept. 11 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

LGBTQ

continued from page 1
cording to the Human Rights
Campaign’s survey. Only 16
percent of non-LGBTQ youth
said they didn’t fit in in their
respective communities. Over
half of the LGBTQ respondents in Mississippi said they
had been verbally harassed
with sexuality-related slurs,
with two-thirds of respondents stating their community
was not LGBTQ accepting.
Harker said LGBTQ students
face a number of challenges
that non-LGBTQ students are
not presented with, including
a cone of silence that seems to
exist about LGBTQ issues.
“They feel invisible,” Harker
said. “LGBTQ students are often just figuring out who they
are and how they will navigate
a world that seems to exclude
them.”
Not everything is negative,
however.
Seventy-three percent of
Mississippi respondents stated that most peers were okay
with their LGBTQ identity,
and almost 90 percent said
they had heard positive messages about being LGBTQ, according to the survey.
The university is making
strides to become more inclusive to all people. The Ole
Miss Alumni Association implemented a branch called the
LGBTQ Alumni and Friends
Council last April, only the
third of its kind in the Southeastern Conference. The Isom
Center is now offering a sexu-

DaVi Nails

30809

located inside Walmart

Student Specials / Free Gifts
restrictions apply

- Full Set
- Solar Nails
- Manicure / Spa Pedicure
30884

662-236-6279

- Shellac / Gel Nails
- Nail Art / 3D Designs
- Waxing Hair Removal

Walk-Ins Welcome

Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m.

ality emphasis for its gender
studies minor.
Events for World AIDS day,
October’s LGBTQ history
month and Thacker Mountain
Radio’s upcoming reading by
transgender novelist T. Cooper all exhibit the progress the
Ole Miss community is making towards becoming more
inclusive.
Tim Walsh, executive director of the Ole Miss Alumni
Association, said the Alumni
Association’s mission is to be
an organization that should
strive to make all Ole Miss
people feel welcome and
that the LGBTQ Alumni and
Friends Council is a key part
of that mission to incorporate
everyone.
“It’s a segment of our alumni
population that, to an extent,
has not felt as welcomed as
the mainstream alumni base,”
Walsh said.
Walsh also said that the
LGBTQ Alumni and Friends
council was not formed in order to get away from any negative image of the school.
“We did it because it’s the
right thing to do,” he said.
Harker said her appointment as Interim Director for
the Isom Center in itself is another milestone.
“As far as I can tell, I am the
first openly gay director of any
center on campus,” she said.
“And that fact was never an issue in my hiring.”
The Princeton Review’s
rankings are compiled using
online surveys answered by
students. Tens of thousands of
college students from various
universities across the country respond to the survey annually, with an average of 343
students per college campus.
In other Princeton Review
lists, Ole Miss ranked second
on “Students Study the Least,”
eighth on “Most Beautiful
Campus,” ninth on “TownGown Relations are Great,”
sixteenth on “Party Schools,”
and eighteenth on “Lots of
Greek Life.”
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Brown Bag Lecture: Chance Moore talks The Tone
Room and the making of ‘A Country Boy Like Me’
SARA ELIZABETH BAKER
sebaker@go.olemiss.edu

As a cultural hub of Mississippi, Oxford has a reputation for celebrating artists and
their work. Musical talent, in
particular, has a special place
in Oxford’s heart.
The Brown Bag Lecture Series is a part of The University
of Mississippi’s way of connecting students and faculty
with artists and experts from
our area. The University of
Mississippi Center of Southern Studies features artists
from around the area during Brown Bag Lectures each
Wednesday in the fall and
spring semesters.
Today’s Brown Bag Lecture
features debut country music
singer and songwriter, Chance
Moore, and the story of the
creation of his first album “A
Country Boy Like Me.”
Moore is a Mississippi native from Okolona in his early
twenties.
“This is my first record, and
we’ve been working on it for
two years,” Moore said. “It was
a two-year journey of figuring
out who I am and what kind of
music I wanted to play.”
Bryan Ward, Moore’s producer based in Oxford, and
Adam Gussow, resident blues
artist and associate professor for English and Southern
studies, will also be featured.
The trio met through The
Tone Room, Ward’s recording
studio, which he describes as
the “Little Studio that Could.”
“They are two of the most
unlikely guys you’d ever meet
in the same place,” Ward said
of Gussow and Moore. However, the three men found a
unique working relationship.
“Bryan records local talent
in a side room studio on North
Lamar,” Gussow said. “We’ve
recorded three local blues albums together.”
Gussow and Ward met at a
festival in Ward’s hometown

of Water Valley where Gussow was performing. After
that, the two worked together
on several albums and a music video entitled “Crossroad
Blues,” resulting in international notice for Gussow.
“Adam and I have a give
and take relationship,” Ward
said of his work with Gussow.
“Chance fell right into that.”
Moore and Gussow have
collaborated on songs such as
“Escape from You,” included
in “A Country Boy Like Me.”
“Chance is a bit like Scotty
McCreery, or Merle Haggard
at 24,” Gussow said of the featured artist. “In Oxford, we
hear about local music, music
recorded in Mississippi, but
it’s rare that we get to see it
happening.”
One of the songs Gussow and
Moore collaborated on will be
played during the Brown Bag
Lecture. Moore will perform
a cover of the Elvis Presley
song, “Trying to Get to You,”

and preview his music video.
Ward will also talk about The
Tone Room and his work with
the local artists.
“My role in the Brown Bag
Lecture is to support the testimony of Chance and Adam
and how they met at the studio,” Ward said. “And, now
that the record is done, actually getting out there and
pushing it.”
Gussow said he feels his role
in the Brown Bag Lecture is
both academic and artistic.
“It’s my mission as a Southern Studies professor and a
musician to be a conduit between the life I live as a professor and the life I live as a
musician after hours,” Gussow
said. He will also speak during
the Brown Bag Lecture about
his work with Moore and The
Tone Room.
“My style is traditionalist
country. My songs tell a story,” Moore said about his debut album and performance.

COURTESY: CHANCE MOORE

Moore’s album, “A Country
Boy Like Me,” is now available on Amazon for download
and will soon be available on
iTunes. More information on
the artist and his work can be

found on the Chance Moore
Music Facebook page.
Brown Bag Lectures take
place in the Barnard Observatory lecture hall on Wednesdays at noon.
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Motley to be a great woman.
“She was here in 2002 in
connection with the fortieth
anniversary of James Meredith’s admission to the university,” Wilkie said. “She was
a wonderful speaker with a
great voice.”
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we are talking about it and it
is important for students to
talk about it.”
Wilkie points out Motley is
largely responsible for making Ole Miss the diverse community it is today. Though he
knew her primarily by reputation, he said, Wilkie believed
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Ole Miss is set and ready to
talk about Judge Constance
Baker Motley.
Motley was a major civil
rights activist and a pioneer
for American women, serving
as the first appointed federal
judge under President Lyndon B. Johnson, as well as a
lawyer, state senator and Borough President of Manhattan.
During the 1950s and ‘60s,
Motley worked closely with
an elite group of civil rights
activists, including Thurgood
Marshall and Jack Greenberg,
and argued 10 cases before
the Supreme Court over the
course of her career.
Motley broke through barriers throughout her life not
only by being the first African American woman to argue a case before the Supreme
Court, but also by succeeding

who wrote his dissertation on
Judge Motley.
The event, which is co-sponsored by the College of Liberal
Arts, School of Law, Overby
Center, Provost’s Office and
The Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College, is the
first of many events planned
to help spark a conversation
around campus – a conversation about race.
“The discussion about race
is more important than ever,
given the current events,” said
Richard Forgette, interim
dean of the College of Liberal
Arts.
Though it might be difficult to start talking, Forgette
hopes that by screening the
documentary of her life it
might become easier to start
having conversations about
issues we are still facing not
only as a community but more
recently as a nation.
“I heard about the film
from alumnus in Washington, D.C. The documentary
seemed like an excellent opportunity for students to learn
more about an important civil
rights figure,” Forgette said.
“Judge Motley’s race and gender are both important parts
of her story. This gender perspective of civil rights history
is one that is less understood.”
Forgette said he is excited to hear all the different
dialogues the screening will
spark around the community.
“Any kind of discussion is
good to have on any campus,”
said Curtis Wilkie, Overby Fellow and Kelly G. Cook Chair of
Journalism. “We do not forget our past, the administration hasn’t tried to sweep the
events of 1962 under the rug;
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in winning the case which allowed James Meredith to integrate Ole Miss more than
fifty years ago. Among other
things, during her career as
a judge, Motley also ruled
female sports broadcasters
must be given the right to
enter Major League Baseball
locker rooms to interview
players.
At 6 p.m. tonight at the
Overby Center there will be a
special screening of the documentary film, “Justice is a
Black Woman: The Life and
Work of Constance Baker Motely.”
The production team for
the documentary included
Michael Calia, director of the
Quinnipiac University, Ed
McMahon, mass communications center director and
producer of the film, Susan
Bailey, script writer, Lynn
Bushnell, executive producer,
and Gary Ford, a producer
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SEC Football Power Poll
IN THIS SEC POWER POLL, THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN’S
SPORTS EDITOR DYLAN RUBINO RANKS THE 14 SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE TEAMS. THE OLE MISS REBELS
WILL PLAY VANDERBILT SATURDAY AT LP FIELD IN NASHVILLE. KICKOFF IS SET FOR 3:30 P.M.

4.

TEXAS A&M

Who saw that coming? A 52-28
win over SEC East power South
Carolina at William-Bryce Stadium
was something people would
never predict. The Aggies are for
real, especially quarterback Kenny
Hill.

9.

FLORIDA

The Gators have to wait to get
their first win of the season after
their first game was cancelled due
to lightning. The offense will be
something to watch.

12.

ARKANSAS

The Razorbacks kept pace with
Auburn as it was tied at 21 at the
half, but the second half was a different story. The running game is
one of the best in the conference,
but the quarterback play needs to
be better.

5.

LSU

10.

MISSISSIPPI STATE

The Bulldogs throttled Southern
Miss by a score of 49-0. Totaling
550 total yards on offense Saturday is a great start to the offense.

KENTUCKY

The Wildcat offense looked
potent, scoring 59 points against
Tennessee-Martin. Kentucky will
face a good test in two weeks
when they travel to Gainesville to
play Florida.

AUBURN

The SEC defending champs
started off conference play right
with a 45-21 win over Arkansas.
Starting Quarterback Nick Marshall didn’t play until the second
half, where Auburn outscored the
Razorbacks 24-0.

6.

The Tigers came back from 11
points down in the fourth quarter
to defeat Big 10 power Wisconsin.
LSU may have some issues at the
quarterback position, but the running game is top notch.

13.

1.

OLE MISS

There were plenty of mistakes
on offense for the Rebels, but
the defense and special teams
seemed to be the driving force
against Boise State. That will help
in the future.

11.

2.

ALABAMA

The Crimson Tide struggled in a
33-23 win over West Virginia and
with their hurry-up offense. Is that
the weakness for Alabama? Have
they been exposed?

7.

SOUTH CAROLINA

It was big loss for the Gamecocks against the Aggies on
Thursday, but South Carolina will
still be near the top for the SEC
East crown.

3.

GEORGIA

A strong statement was made by
the Bulldogs Saturday in a convincing 45-21 win over Clemson.
Running back Todd Gurley ran
for 198 yards and had four total
touchdowns, proving he is the
Heisman trophy frontrunner.

8.

MISSOURI

Missouri had no problems with
a 38-18 win against South Dakota
State. Quarterback Maty Mauk
looked in midseason form.

TENNESSEE

Tennessee may have had one
of the most impressive wins out of
all the SEC teams defeating Utah
State and their talented quarterback Chucky Keeton. The defense
is young but very strong.

14.

VANDERBILT

The Derek Mason era in Nashville could not have started worse
with a 37-7 loss to Vanderbilt. Do
they give old head coach James
Franklin a call?

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in advance.
The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is in session except during the summer session which is Tuesday through Thursday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $0.50 per word

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL 662.915.5503
WEEKEND RENTAL

AUTOMOBILES

WEEKEND RENTALS Coming to Oxford for a weekend? Check with Kay before you call a hotel! www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

2003 MERCEDES E320 SEDAN. Brilliant Silver. Ash leather/Burl walnut trim.
Sunroof, Premium sound system. Clean
vehicle history. 86,659 miles. $8,900.
(662)816-0768

PART-TIME
REBEL RICKSHAW NEEDS DRIVERS ASAP... Make $100-$1000 per
week driving a pedicab. Call Nason,
(601)201-8777

TICKETS FOR SALE

FOR SALE: 2 SEASON FOOTBALL
tickets. Will sell at face value 662-5615298 or (662)578-6702

IS LOOKING FOR SOMEONE
TO LEAD OUR NEWS EFFORTS
We are currently
accepting applications
for the position of
NEWS DIRECTOR
Applications are available
online at
theDMonline.com/apply
Email to Station Manager,
Madelyn Mohr, at
mmmohr@go.olemiss.edu

If you’re interested in news, we’re
interested in hearing from you!
30810
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Jordan Wilkins ready for tough yards at running back
DYLAN RUBINO

thedmsports@gmail.com

When you look at the rushing
stats from the season opener
against Boise State last Thursday, you don’t see much.
The stat line reads a total of
71 rushing yards on the ground
on 34 attempts, averaging 2.1
yards per rush; a sub-par performance at best.
The running game is something the Rebels need to improve if they want to win games
in the Southeastern Conference,
where a strong running game is
key to survival.
He may not have been the
leading rusher on the team last
Thursday, but redshirt freshman Jordan Wilkins had the
most significant runs of the
game, where he bruised and
battered his way for key first
downs to move drives on offense.
A bruiser in the backfield is
something the Rebels have been
lacking on offense for the past
couple of years.
The stat line was not eye-popping for the Memphis native either, as he only had five carries
for 21 yards, but his quarterback
seems to have taken notice how
important he can be for this offense.

“He had a big third down run
where he pushed the pile,” quarterback Bo Wallace said. “He’s
physical. He’s done a great job
from his freshman year to this
year in his physicality of the run
game. He’s going to be a weapon
for us. We just have to get a better push on the offensive line.”
Wilkins had to redshirt his
freshman year because of a significant leg injury he suffered
his senior year of high school.
The healing process took a
while for him, but he is ready
and feels healthy after redshirting.
“I said I was ready last year,
but I probably wasn’t,” Wilkins
said. “It was really the mental
aspect of it, getting back to 100
percent. Physically I was there,
but I didn’t have it mentally.”
He added that the injury he
suffered is in the back of his
mind, and he focuses on his job
as a running back every day.
Wilkins was known as a power running back coming out of
high school and was one of the
most talented running backs to
come from the 2013 recruiting
class. However, his role as just a
power runner may change if he
keeps on continuing to produce
more in the backfield.
“Whenever they tell me I
can run hard or get out of the

Photo By: THOMAS GRANING

Running back Jordan Wilkins runs the ball past Boise State linebacker Ben Weaver during Thursday’s game.
backfield and catch passes, so
whatever they need me to do,”
Wilkins said. “Whether it’s run
up the middle and get the hard
yards or if they need me to catch
passes, I can do it.”
Head coach Hugh Freeze likes
to use his top two running backs
for most of the carries in juniors
Jaylen Walton and I’tavius
Mathers, but guys like Wilkins
bring a different dimension to

the offense, and his production
Thursday can lead to a bigger
role.
“I, of course, want to show
myself more, but I felt for my
first game it was good,” he
said. “I’ll come out and do better as the season goes on and
keep showing my talent, but I
was pleased with how I played
Thursday.”
Wilkins admitted that it was
114 Courthouse Square

tough to sit out his freshman
year and redshirt, but it helped
him develop and grow as a player in the long run.
“I was upset at first. I mean
everybody wants to come in and
play. I’ve never had to sit out for
anything,” Wilkins said. “It took
a while and it hungered me,
but I came back stronger and it
helped me a lot in the future.”

Please Drink Responsibly

662.236.7970

tonIGht
2 Domestic Bottles
$
3 Wells from 3-10pm
$
5 Dips for the Ladies
$5 Appetizers
Karaoke at 9pm
$

HAppy Hour 3-10pm
1/2 off Domestics and Wells

30914

please drink responsibly

Win Football Tickets
You can win four tickets to see the Rebels
take on Louisiana-Lafayette September 13.
Just go by Campus Creek Apartments,
101 Creekmore Boulevard,
and enter for your chance to win.

101 Creekmore Blvd.
662.513.4980

Campus Creek, the DM, and Rebel Radio
- Putting YOU in the Game

Winner will be announced on Rebel Radio Thursday, September 11.
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